URGENT * URGENT * URGENT

We’ve just lost our sport!

Following its victory in this year’s state election the government has just announced on radio a ban all forms of recreational hunting.   Ducks, deer, quail, rabbits, foxes - the lot.

This announcement follows deals believed to have been done with the Greens before the election.   The Greens had demanded a complete ban on all hunting , and we suspect struck deals with both of the major parties just before the election guaranteeing  that hunting would be banned regardless of which side won.  The ban takes effect from 1 May next year.  The decision has been applauded by the RSPCA and a number of animal rights groups including PETA and the Humane Society.   The Greens have claimed credit for the ban and have congratulated the government for “staring down the gun lobby”.  

Following the ban there has been widespread criticism of the major shooting organisations by their members who have demanded action.  However it appears certain that any attempt to overturn the ban will be unsuccessful as it is generally regarded that any action by the shooting organisations will be a case of ‘too little too late’.  No change to the ban is expected.  

XXXXXXXXXXXX of XXXXXXXXXXXXX said it was 'Game Over' the moment they heard the announcement.     “It’s John Howard all over again and we are in damage control mode” he said.

“And we didn’t even realise we had a fight on our hands.”

Today

Ok, you can stop panicking now!  There is no ban on hunting.

Instead I wound the clock forward a few months to beyond November’s state election to desperately get your attention.   I hope it worked.  We’re safe for now.  
However what you just read will be played out if we let the Greens have more MPs in parliament – which is expected to happen at this year’s election.  The Greens have a policy to ban all recreational hunting and that is precisely what will happen if we let them.  

That means we are exposed.  Exposed to another buyback or to losing hunting - or both.   This is where we need your help. 

What you can do

Previous editions of Feathers and Fur have carried plenty of editorial commentary, articles and ads promoting the importance of this year’s election.  It is vital the Greens don’t get a stronger foothold in parliament, however recent voting trends suggest they can expect to pick up at least two more seats.

However, Country Alliance was able to counter the Green vote in some areas at the last election, and hopes to continue fighting to protect the futures of angling, shooting, four wheel driving, the timber industry and so on.   Unfortunately all of the major parties are believed to have done deals with the Greens in the past, which is why we are here.

If we are to stop the Greens, then we need shooters as well as fishermen, farmers and four wheel drivers , all of whom are green “targets” and who realise that the above scenario could become reality, to run as candidates.   

We need people who are prepared to stand up and say “I don’t want that to happen to me – or my kids!”.   Even if you don’t get elected, then that won’t matter.   The fact you helped attract votes and divert preferences, could make all the difference between losing your sport, and keeping it  - without having to lift a finger!    We’ll provide you with the information you need, pay your nomination fee and basically do all the hard work for you.  We just need good people who do care about the future of their sport, to stand.

We’ve started putting some candidates in place however we want more.    There are plenty of opportunities for those who may have been alarmed the introduction of this article, to ensure it never happens to them.  We need everyone to do their bit, even if they’d really prefer not to have to worry about politics.  You might even enjoy it.

For information on what is involved in running as a candidate or in helping out on polling day – and protecting your sport among other things, contact me on 0425 746 066 or by email at admin@countryalliance.org. 

Or if you wish to support our campaign, you can send your donation to Country Alliance, PO Box 253 Mitcham Vic 3132 – or donate through our website at www.countryalliance.org.

Neil Jenkins is the Secretary of the Country Alliance party.  

Follow us on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/countryalliance

