

Shooters have criticised the Benalla Police over a proposal to conduct random checks 
of firearm storage. 
SUN FM yesterday reported that the Benalla police had said the checks were necessary because 
of recent thefts from gunowners and that licence holders can expect regular checks in the future.

However Bill Paterson from the Combined Firearms Council of Victoria said that the head of
 the Licensing Services Division recently admitted to him that the incidence of thefts from 
licensed owners had declined consistently in recent years - at direct odds with the claims by police in Benalla.  
“The report out of Benalla is remarkably similar to a proposal by the Victoria Police to check 
every firearm held by licensed shooters across the state” he said.

“Our suspicion is that this is the start of a number of regional statements in different police 
districts to prop the credibility of the audit up even though there is no evidence to support the need for it”

Mr Paterson said the statewide audit will divert hundreds of police from general policing duties 
to a ‘paper shuffling’ exercise.  He said the cost to the taxpayer will be close to $50m and
 recent examples used by the police to justify the project in the Herald Sun date back 12 years. 

“We support the use of proper storage of firearms, but not exercises which duplicate work already 
undertaken and simply justify a push by the LSD for more resources.  In fact we think diverting
 the surplus in their budget to firearm safety education would provide a more positive result.”
 (Notes on calculations:  200,000 licensed shooters, times 2hrs each = 400,000 hours.  
Times 2 officers = 800,000 hrs. Times $58 per hour (refer Weekly Times 30/3) = > $46m
For more information: 
Bill Paterson  0410 479 174          Web:  www.cfcv.org.au
Shooters Challenge �Claims By �Benalla Police 





Media Release – 31 March 2005	Contact:  Bill Paterson – 0410 479 174


					            











