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 HOWARD COMMENDS HUNTERS FOR CONSERVATION WORK

The hunting community’s contribution to conservation in Victoria has been recognised by Geoff Howard, the Member for Ballarat East.

“Hunters contribute in a number of ways to restoring Victoria’s wildlife habitats,” Mr Howard said.

“These include on-ground projects and activities such as revegetation, pest animal control, constructing water regulators and removing rubbish”.

Mr Howard said hunting organisations recently entered into agreements with Parks Victoria to assist in the strategic control of pest animals, including feral pigs and goats, in Victorian parks.

Mr Howard said the hunting community voluntarily contributes its own financial and human resources to conservation on public and private land. 

“Field and Game Victoria have recently undertaken fox control activity in the Ballarat area. Both the Ballarat and Clunes Branch have been active in reducing fox numbers”.

“Urban expansion, land-use change, agriculture, scarce water resources and invasion by weeds and pest animals have all impacted on our biodiversity,” Mr Howard said.

Mr Howard said the Government’s recent commitment of $2.5 million over four years to employ and support three Game Managers will strengthen the contribution of hunting organisations to biodiversity conservation in Victoria.

“These three Game Managers will deliver coordinated and effective on-ground game management services across Victoria,” Mr Howard said. 

“They will work closely with hunting organisations, public land management agencies, private landowners and conservation groups to conserve habitat and for better biodiversity outcomes.”
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