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COUNTRY CAUCUS SUPPORTS DUCK SEASON 
 

The Member for Ballarat East, Geoff Howard, has stated his support for the State Government’s current policy on duck hunting.

 

Mr Howard said country caucus, made up of every country - based Labor MP, endorsed the Government’s existing policy.

 

“Duck hunting was on the agenda at country caucus last week and country MPs strongly voiced their support for it to continue,” Mr Howard said.

 

“Although I hold a different personal view, I respect the view of my country colleagues and support the decision of Country Caucus.

 

“I have been advised that there are no plans by the State Government to review its existing position on duck hunting.

 

“I had written a letter to the Environment Minister passing on the concerns of a constituent and also referring to my personally held view.

 

“My personal views are not those of the Labor Party, country caucus or my regional colleagues.

 

“I acknowledge that duck hunting is a legitimate pursuit enjoyed by many Victorians.

 

“I travelled to northern Victoria to observe duck season in 2002, I found that hunters conducted themselves well.

 

“I also note that each year the Government uses scientific advice and information on issues like the number of waterfowl, habitat and environmental indicators as the basis for a decision on the opening and duration of the season.

