“Has handgun reform achieved its objective of making our community a safer place in which to live? I do not think anybody knows the answer to that question at this particular stage. Certainly if the government had evidence that this has been proved to be effective in improving community safety, I think it would have talked about it in the second-reading speech, but there was certainly no mention of it. 

In due course the government has a responsibility to provide evidence to the community of Victoria that the very significant change to the use of handguns in Victoria and the holding of them in a lawful manner has been effective in improving community safety. 

Has it resulted in the surrender of illegally held handguns? 

The answer to that is quite unequivocally no, because there is no amnesty attached to this handgun buy-back program, so the only handguns that have been surrendered are those that have been legally held in the past. So what we have seen is a reduction of legally held handguns in the community - but in respect to illegally held handguns, no, there has not been any whatsoever. 

Has it reduced the opportunity for people to participate in handgun sports? I think the answer to that is yes. A number of the sporting shooters organisations have suggested to me that 30 to 50 per cent of handgun shooters have handed in all of their handguns and will no longer participate in the sport. That will have some long-term implications particularly for small sporting clubs like those that exist in country areas that do not have a great deal of membership. 

If their membership declines, the viability of them as a club, an organisation and as a local sport declines, and therefore I think it is going to have some serious implications particularly for handgun clubs in country areas of Victoria, but indeed also the ability of handgun shooting in Australia as a whole. 

We know that handgun shooting events are held at both Olympic and Commonwealth Games levels, and Australia has traditionally done very well in those events, but with the reduction in the number of people participating, in the long term I think there is bound to be a decline in the competency of those participating in the sport overall. 

In respect to this handgun reform, has it accommodated those in a professional sense who have been affected by the reforms? 

For example - and I raised this point in debate in May - I have a business in my electorate, PLS Firearms, owned by Phillip and Domenica Spry in Warragul. Something like 80 per cent of their firearms business was dealing with handguns, but the state legislation and the commonwealth agreement did not provide in any way compensation for dealers. Unlike the reforms in long arms in respect to handguns, there was no compensation to dealers who lost business because of these reforms. I can certainly say in the case of my constituents, Phillip and Domenica Spry, something in the order of 80 per cent of their business has been lost directly because of these handgun reforms. I believe the reform package should have provided accommodation for such businesses.”
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