From Hansard, 21 August 2008

Firearms: handgun regulation

Mr McINTOSH (Kew) — I have a matter for the attention of the Minister for Police and Emergency

Services concerning the licensing services division (LSD) of Victoria Police and its inconsistent, unfair and inequitable application of the handgun target shooting and participation conditions. 

The action I seek from the minister is to urgently undertake a review of LSD and the way it applies the handgun target shooting and participation conditions with a view of urgently implementing a far more workable regime.

Under the national firearms agreement owners of handguns must demonstrate annually a genuine reason for owning a handgun. However, the implementation of this regime is different in each state. 

In Victoria LSD requires a handgun owner to demonstrate a genuine reason by participating in six club-organised shooting competitions and four attendances at a club’s shoots. Failure to meet the conditions leads to cancellations of a licence and a prohibition on re-entry into the sport for 12 months.

The problems at LSD manifest themselves in three ways. Firstly, administrative blunders or clerical errors leading to incorrect cancellations of licences; secondly, a complete failure by LSD to recognise the red tape burden placed upon gun clubs and individuals who, with the best intentions in the world, cannot comply because of overly onerous and unreal conditions; thirdly, the bizarre circumstances where evidence of interstate or even international competitions is not recognised and considered as participation. 

I have recently heard of several dramatic examples where clerical errors by LSD in failing to properly record participation compliance has led to the cancellation of licences, with many handgun owners being forced to sell their guns or place them in storage, at an astronomical cost to themselves, let alone the severe stress that is caused, which in one case led to hospitalisation.

Holders of different categories of handguns licences had all handgun licences cancelled,  notwithstanding meeting the minimum participation conditions for at least one class of handgun. 

In some but not all cases, after explaining the situation a licensee was given back their licence for at least one class of handgun. I cannot for the life of me understand why this could not automatically happen in all cases.

The non-recognition of interstate and international competition beggars belief. Angie Darby is an

Australian Olympic pentathlete, representing Australia currently at the Beijing Olympics. Angie is a Victorian resident; if she is the holder of a Victorian handgun licence, she may well be in danger of losing her licence to own a handgun. 

According to LSD, she is unable to claim the Olympic Games as evidence of ‘a genuine reason’ to own a handgun, nor can she claim other international or interstate competitions. This is a

disgrace, and I ask the minister to urgently undertake a review.
